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THI  POOE  SOFFEE.     THE  BIOH  FATTEN 

In  M»y,  1914,  under  strong  pressure  of  public  opinion  tli^ 
government  appointed  a  commission  to  enquire  into  the  question 
ot  the  High  Cost  of  Living,  and  to  report  upon  it. 

In  June  of  1915  the  commission  produced  two  hulky  v  lumes 
of  evidence. 

Mo  MUon  whatever  vom  taken  by  the  government  on  this 
wpMt,  and  the  cost  of  living  continued  to  mount. 
.1.    Vi,''"',?'*''  '"'''''*  ""*  ""^  government  took  to  itself,  through 
the  War  Measures  Act,  power  to  prevent  "any  undue  increase  In 
me  cost  01  neteasariei, ' ' 

i-J^ll**^  ™  advantage  hae  been  taken  by  the  government 
I  Mre  of  the  power  oonferred  npon  it  in  this  respect  through  the 
j  war  Measures  Act,  though  the  cost  of  living  since  the  war  com. 
I  menoed  has  nsen  by  leaps  and  bounds. 

THE  PEOPLE  DEMAND  ACTION 

.      In  November  of  1916  pressure  of  public  opinion  again  forced 
1  Me  government  to  make  some  pretext  at  dealing  with  the  High 

■  wst  of  Lmng,  which  by  that  time  had  attained  to  startling 

■  nature  and  corpulence.     On  the  tenth  of  that  month  an  order-in- 

■  eonniil  was  drafted,  and  passed,  embodying  a  series  ot  intricate 

■  regulations.    A  commissioner  was  appointed  at  a  high  salary 
I""  "  staff  employed  to  assist  hira  in  hia  labors. 

During  the  four  months  which  have  intervened  since  the  pass- 
«  of  the  order  High  Cost  of  Living  has  attained  further  abnor- 
"  P^Portions,  and  is  now  stalking  through  the  country  with 

head  held  higher  than  ever.  No  single  concrete  result  can  be 
nbnted  to  the  new  regulations,  or  the  efforts  of  the  commis- 
»er  and  his  itaff . 
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coit  of  the  neceMMie*  of  Me.  _.„„  -«- 

PBonrawuMO  a  saoebd  pmviliok 

A    .  ™..f>r  of  fact  while  every  other  belligerent  natioi 

r  .i^ir»n9  s^«fwit.^  ^„  ,,„, 

The  .»?'«™»'»*  '  •^.'^ScSTof  the  munieipaliti 

of  »<l'^n«  "'^'^  *°Vl^^^^^  autboritieear 

provincial  attorney,  general  MQine  ^^^^^  ^, 

Sr^^J^t*hS  tt  STttf  ^w«rfad.  th.  proof,  «.i . 
with  tho  ProMontton.  _«__ 

THE  ffAHiraBS  OOMBINl  DIEBOTOM 

Wnr  instance  the  Minister  of  Ubor  has  announced  that 
For  instance  ?"=  "^"™  ,1  _^a     jn  that  connection  thi 
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intereatinr     Tha  itstnamt  ihowi  profit!  for  1916  of  1668.077  u 

JS"i?«S2»'2?  u^'\i  ^.  "•"  '^  ^*^'  "  •  '•'•"Sh  m  " 
Wl  01  *»IB,Ma.  It  would,  for  uutance  be  intereiting  to  know  how 
the  pncea  charged  for  the  goodi  in  1916,  together  with  the  prieea 
given  the  fanuera  for  the  raw  product  compared  with  those  of 
1915.    But  wh«n  It  U  suttd  that  oa  Uw  dlriotorato  of  ths  Mm. 

n'.:sK"MP  p^  •*/•  ^  ^^-  f-  "•  ^-^^-^ 

■.  msHtt,  M.P.P.  (lOl  of  whom  art  OonswratlT*  mtmbors)  oaa 
M»i»U^  hop*  of  drastic  aotlon  rsttdtlng  from  tht  (nqnliy  Into 

UKP  AHD  THK  TIN  TRUK 
Again,  the  statemcLt  has  been  made  openly  in  the  oreas  and 
Qevorcont««cted  that  tht  Rntmtl  and  IlS  T»U VSiiSw"  fl^ 

onto  btlow  tht  fl»d  prloT  If  that  It  trnt  It TSf  offeSS?ui3S 

HWittr  of  «U^  Ji  htad  of  out  of  tht  firms  which  form  tht 

BIB  HIBBZBT  AMIS  AMD  BOOTS 

of  tht  prlot  of  booti  and  thott  with  Sir  Btrbtrt  AmtTomiSf 
y»«»»  «»»»«:  Jot  tht  St.  Antolnt  DiTlHoB  oTmoISISl  rtS 
head  of  oot  of  tht  Uggtst  boot  firms  in  tht  DomlidonT^ 
JOHM  STAKPnU)  AND  WOOUHS 

»tJ!SS&  'rtEiS'iSff  "^T  to»»rtlgatloB  Into  wooltns  with  John 
8tMfltId,^tf  WUp  of  tht  Ooasoratlvt  part*  as  owiMr  of  oM 
of  tht  largest  wooltn  plants  In  Canada?     '^  '  ~  """"  "  ■" 

\uJl  'f  *  "Sf*  ]"'P*  "■"  *'""  ^  "'  """t™'  of  prices  and  repn- 
lation  of  yrofitsfrom  a  government  of  millionaire  t 

BBITI8H  AND  AUSTRALIAN  00NTBA8T 

.J  '?  ^"^^  contrast  with  the  passive  inertia  of  the  Canadian 
admimstration  in  the  matter  of  commodity  prices,  uid  Se 
men  s  profits  is  tiie  drastic  action  of  the  Imnerisl  anthoritiM  in 
^Alt"li  ^  ?«'»»'>  "•"•Praflto  art  tafcw  for  tht  trl^ 
ud  tht  pricti  at  which  tht  ntctssarits  of  lift  must  bt  iSdS 
fixed  on  a  basis  of  rtasonablt  profit  to  tht  prodnotr  ud  ntalto 

DIBEOT  METHODS  AND  OONCRBTX  XISULTS 

In  marked  contrast  also  to  the  attitude  of  the  Canadian 
government,  are  the  concrete  results  obtained  by  the  antborities 
of  the  sister  Commonwealth,  AustraUa.  That  country  1«,1 
ampler  and  more  direct  method  of  dealing  with  the  dtoation  than 
Wat  embodied  in  the  Canadian  order-in-council.  In  tht  first 
f^°  ^""J*  »o  •'"•iTing  tht  rtqponsibllitj  for  inrtttigatl™ 
Under  the  War  Prosecution  Prices  fiegulatiois  passed  in  JuW  rf 
I91t.  a  commissioner  is  appointed  for  each  state  of  the  common- 


wealth,  and  a  federal  cotiiniiiwiuner  i-u-urdiuates  thi>  work.  It  ll 
provldad  thtt  th*  oommUdonar  in  (07  iUto  may  raeomma.d  that 
a  oartalD  artlola  of  food  or  any  othtr  oonunodlty  may  ba  '  .  Und 
a  ntotiiaiy  eommodity  cndtr  th*  ragnlatlona.  Evidanoa  1.  than 
takan  nndar  :>atb  aa  to  tha  coat  of  tba  raw  matarUl,  tha  . .  <ac« 
ocat  of  diitribntion,  axiatlns  waff*  awardi,  fraight  oharg*!  and  all 
th*  faotori  whleh  (oTmi  tha  actnal  ooit  of  prodnotion,  and  dii- 
tribntion. On  thla  arldanoa  tha  eommliaionar  than  laoommandi 
a  priea,  wholaiala  and  ratall,  at  wUoh  tha  oonucodity  li  to  ba  told. 
tUi  pric*  varylnc  in  matropolitan  araaa  aooordlng  to  tranaporta- 
tion,  ata.  With  regard  to  goods  imported  the  importer  ia  required 
to  produce  the  original  invoices. 

PBIOES  nZKD  ON  HA»Y  OOKHODITUa 
By  New  Year  lait  the  Conimoinvealth  had  already  aucceeded 
in  fixing  the  price  of  a  large  range  of  commoditieii,  "wltbont 
anbjactlnc  th*  trading  commnnity  to  any  matarlal  hardihlp.' 
Flour  •ella  in  Queenaland  at  $3.45  a  bag.  ai:d  in  South  Auatralin 
at  (2.90  a  bag  Butter  all  over  the  Commonwealth  sella  at  :<<> 
cent*  a  pound.  Other  Itenu  on  which  prioai  hava  baan  fnd 
Inolnda  arrowroot,  bran,  braad,  baoon,  Diicnita,  cheeie,  coooa 
flonr,  groati,  hama,  infanta  foodi,  Jam.  milk,  meata,  oatmeal 
flalrad  oata,  rollad  oata,  qnakar  oati,  poliard,  rice,  tinplataa,  and 
•onpa,  whila  tha  nnmbar  U  balng  added  to  every  week.  InTMti 
ganon  ia  balng  mad*  into  boot*  and  ahoaa. 

It  will  be  noted  that  in  the  above  the  price  of  the  producer  ■: 
the  raw  material  which  aa  a  rule  ia  fixed  by  the  law  of  supp:. 
and  demand,  and  in  some  caaes  by  world  prices,  is  not  materiall 
interfered  with,  oar*  baing  takra  particularly  to  eliminate  undi." 
apread  between  the  producer  and  the  consumer. 
HAVl  INOOUSAOXD  PBOmS 
The  Canadian  Government's  action  throughout  haa  been  "ii 
linea  exactly  the  opposite  of  those  adopted  in  Oreat  Brita  .1 
Auatralia  and  other  countries 

nrit — Th*y  hava  anoonntarad  from  th*  outaot  th*  kmnuaing 
of  proflta  ranging  aa  high  as  800  parctnt  in  som*  caaai,  *T*n  per 
mitUng  inch  pronta  as  thai*  to  be  made  from  war  ordora  placed 
by  th*  Unit*d  Kingdom. 

8*oond.— Th*y  nave  diioonragad  the  producer  *<y  forcing  km 
to  pay  toll  on  everything  h*  ni*s,  to  th*  h*avi;.  protaetad  in 
taraata. 

Thirdly.— They  hava  enabled  these  intaresta  through  the  very 
fact  of  £u  protection  to  charge  what  prices  they  pleas*  throu.'b 
th*  killing  of  competition. 

The  consumer  has  little  to  hope,  and  the  middleman.  .1 
profiteer  little  to  fear  from  the  government's  elahorate  liliil  f 
dealing  with  the  High  Cost  of  Living. 

Isansd  by 

CENTRAL  LIBEBAL  INTOBMATICK  OFFIOE 

Otuws,  OnUrlo. 
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